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Economic Law (9 credits)

Prof. Matteo Ortino

The expected learning outcomes of the individual course are, in terms of KNOWLEDGE, the basic notions and tools for analyzing and understanding the relationship between law and the economy, and the awareness of issues such as the why and how production and exchange of goods and services is regulated on a legal level. In terms of SKILLS, on the other hand, the course has the objective of transmitting: 
- the ability to apply legal reasoning to the rules and institutions governing the functioning of the economy. The aim is to develop the ability to understand and analyze the legal sources, internal and supranational, regulating economic activities, namely the production and exchange of goods, in relation to the protection of the different interests at stake, public and private, concerning in particular citizens, users and consumers; 
- the ability to frame and set legal issues with reference to both the institutional aspects of the law and the substantive law rules, with an understanding of the main logic underlying the relationship between law and the economy and with the acquisition an appropriate and sector-specific legal terms, 
- the ability to formulate independent judgments on concrete cases, using a method that allows the continuous learning and updating of knowledge.


Part A
General Topics

1) The functions of the law in the economy: allowing, promoting, correcting and going beyond the market.
2) Multi-level regulation of the economy (international, EU and national law)
3) The law and the globalisation of the economy


Part B
Specific Topics 
1) Economic systems: definition and typologies
2) The function of law and of public powers with regards to market economies.
3) The failures of public intervention in the economy  
4) Economic functions of independent Authorities

5) The EU internal market and the fundamental freedoms: negative and positive integration

-Case-study: the legal and political implications of the implementation of the 2006 Service Directive (‘Bolkenstein’).

6) Law and technological innovation: the relationship between public authorities and innovation, especially in respect of the digital economy and the use of digital platforms to provide goods and services (uber, Airbnb, Amazon, etc.)



The final exam will be oral.

The attending students will have to prepare themselves on the notes and the readings indicated by the lecturer during the course.
Non-attending students must prepare themselves on the following text: M. Pellegrini (ed.), Corso in Diritto pubblico dell’economia, 2016, Cedam, excluding the third and fourth sections.

